
the room in which he 

is without crushing 

him. This awe-inspiring 

encounter continues 

with call and response 

by seraphim (angels) 

as smoke fills the tem-

ple. But Isaiah has no 

problem breathing. He 

feels the temple shake, 

but its foundation is 

not compromised.  

 

In the presence of 

God, Isaiah feels un-

clean and confesses his 

unworthiness. Also, he 

is acutely aware of the 

spiritual crisis in the 

land. For his people 

have forsaken the 

Lord; their worship is 

futile, and corruption 

has led to widespread 

injustice. Now, he is 

extremely terrified.    

cont’d. p. 2 

Here I Am, Use Me 

Greetings in the name 

of our crucified, risen 

and ascended Lord 

and coming Savior Je-

sus Christ! 

 

In the Book of Wis-

dom, we read that 

everything has its sea-

son. Admittedly, this 

season for vacation or 

summer break from 

school is also a time 

when graduates and 

retirees enjoy new-

found freedom to pur-

sue their dreams. On 

the one hand, a gradu-

ate is one who has 

successfully completed 

a course of study or 

training. S/he transi-

tions from classroom 

to workplace and be-

gins a career. On the 

other hand, a retir-

ee—graduated many 

moons ago—now fin-

ishes her career to 

enjoy her well-earned 

retirement. This could 

be the best time of 

their lives as they fig-

ure out where to fit 

in. 

 

Isaiah was not prepar-

ing for graduation or 

retirement when he 

heard the call (6:8). 

Neither was he 

dreaming big, but 

simply in a unique po-

sition to see earth and 

heaven meet (6:1-7).  

 

We wrestle with the 

question: How to pre-

pare for the future, 

including God encoun-

ters? Isaiah is not 

transported to meet 

God enthroned on 

some ethereal height. 

God comes and fills 
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Pastor’s Article Cont’d Page 2 

2018 Council Officers 

Kathy Nevans 

President 

 

Vacant 

Vice President 

 

Kris Riddell 

Treasurer 

 

Diane Babbitt 

Secretary 

Carolyn Tyler 

Financial Secretary 

Like a graduate or re-

tiree, God has pre-

pared each of you for 

this season. Will you 

like Isaiah willingly re-

spond, “Here I am, use 

me?”  

 

Your willingness to 

serve God would guar-

antee a successful VBS 

and move the gospel 

one step forward in 

this small corner of the 

world. I am counting on 

you. God is depending 

on you. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

 

Pastor C 

 

 

But God does not wait 

for Isaiah to cleanse 

himself or demand it. 

Instead, God shows 

mercy. Miraculously, 

Isaiah tastes a live coal 

from the altar and is not 

harmed by it but grant-

ed forgiveness. 

 

Seeing ourselves in Isai-

ah, we quickly realize 

that in the presence of 

God we are small and 

unworthy. We encoun-

ter God whose great-

ness is love for sinners. 

God is not about crush-

ing sinners, but rather 

freeing us to “lead lives 

of holiness and godli-

ness” (2 Peter 3:11).  

 

Redeemed, Isaiah fitted 

into God’s plan and an-

swered God’s call: 

“Here I am, send me.” 

So too in this season of 

VBS, God calls you to 

be a teacher like Dan-

iel, to assist in Palace 

Playground, Tribe Time 

and Marketplace Shops 

(learning centers), to 

bring materials and help 

transform the Parish 

Hall into a Babylonian 

hanging garden, to pre-

pare meals and snacks 

for Daniel and his 

friends (children you 

will bring to VBS from 

the neighborhood), to 

make financial contribu-

tion, and commit to 

praying for God’s word 

to reach children and 

grow their faith in God. 

Admittedly, you have 

so much planned for 

summer, but God’s call 

is urgent. 

June 
Birthdays 

July Birthdays 
 

ɯɯƕ  +ÐÕËÈɯ&Ð××ÕÌÙ 

ƕƖ ɯ (ÕÎÌɯ'ÖÞÈÙË 

ƕƜɯɯɯɯɯ*ÌÕɯ1ÐËËÌÓÓ 

ƕƝ  5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈɯ,ÈÙ×ÓÌ 

ƕ -ÖÙÔÈɯ/ÏÐÓÓÐ×Ú 

ɯɯƖƕ ɯɯ*ÈÛÏàɯ-ÌÝÈÕÚ 

 

 



Parish Nurse Page 3 

Assisting Ministers 

June 3 Susan Marple 

June 10  Bob Harvey 

June 17 Bob Jones 

June 24  Ken Riddell 
 
 

Readers 

June 3 Kathy Musson 

June 10  Chris Gannan 

June 17 Larry Gonnello 

June 24  Eleanor Kramer 
 
 
 

Ushers 

June 3 Diane Babbitt 

June 10  Eleanor Kramer & 

 Kathy Musson 

June 17 Kris Riddell  

June 24  Joyce McFadden  
   & Jerry Nevans 
 
 

Acolytes 

June 3 Nathanael C. 

June 10  Samuel C. 

June 17 Nathanael C. 

June 24 Samuel C. 

  

Another wonderful summer is ahead. So glad to have our directory! Thank 

you soooo much Kathy.  They did, however, put my email address in incor-

rectly---bless them- it is actually lkh4450@sbcglobal.net In April we again 

had a sermon from Pr. George. This time the lights did not go out and he 

gave us a good report on his wife, Carla.! Our other infirmed seem to be 

doing alright. Our prayers are going out to Mary Kee and family. She has 

been hospitalized. I believe she has been moved onto a Rehab as of this 
writing. Nathanael Cummings has had recent surgery and is on the mend.  

 

And now for retirements and graduations. The retirements are for two 

GREAT teachers-- Debbie Gonnello from the Hickman District and Jackie 

Harvey from the Lees Summit District. Lu Eshelman and I were privileged 

to attend her last Choir Concert.  Then onto our graduates- Dylan Ander-

son, Earlene Anderson's grandson from State Technical College of Missouri-

he is getting an extra course completed this summer and already has a job 

offer. Amanda Koenig, Anne McCoy's granddaughter received her Bachelor 

of Arts in Education: Early Childhood degree from the University of Arizona 

College. She also has her job in place. Jeremy Gannon, son of Chris and 

Cecil Gannon and grandson of Mary Kee, graduated from National Ameri-

can University with a degree in Medical Office Management. Two scouts, 

Tom Bettis and Fred Farrand graduated from Raytown High School. Tom is 

going to Avila and Fred is going to Luther College. We have a scout daugh-

ter,  Blythany LoCascio, who also graduated from Raytown High. She re-

ceived an Associate degree from MCC simultaneously and will be going to 

Avila to further her degree. Then we have Reid Marple who has been ac-

cepted to Culinary Chef School in California. I have tasted his recipes and 

suggest that we find a reason for a potluck whenever he is in town!  SUPER-

DUPER CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!!!!!!  

June to July 4 is Fireworks Safety Month; also, in June is Lightning Safety 

Week 18-22, Men's Health Month and Cataract Awareness Month.  July is 

Juvenile Arthritis Month and National Youth Sports Week is 16-22. There is 

apparently a Zoo Event this summer through Thrivent, however, it was sold 

out before I could get the information. I will try again next year. We still 

have trash bags available from the scouts.  Our Eagle Board of Honor has 

been beautifully redone by our Troop Committee Chairman, Brad Duncan. 

They will have their Fireworks stand fundraiser. There are Day 

camp, Webelos camp and Bartle Summer camp for the boys again this 

year.  You will see folk practicing here for the summer play. I pass out pro-

grams and take tickets at Starlight to help raise money for the Arts Council 

who put this on. MLM has worked out a few of the first year kinks of Sum-

mer Breakout(one being more food trucks).  It seemed more enjoyable last 

year to me than year one.  

Cont’d  on p. 4 

June Worship  

Assistants 

mailto:lkh4450@sbcglobal.net


Parish Nurse Cont’d 

Hope you can get there. Those candy ladies will be there. I attended an event 

at Farrand Farms recently. It was titled "coffee with Keith." They put this infor-

mation on the signboard at the gate.  Many opportunities are available for vol-

unteering here at church as well as in the community. REAP and Shepherds' 

Center are two right close by. Have a wonderful summer. 

Upcoming events:  

June 13th  Summer Breakout  5-8 pm 

July summer play "South Pacific" 

Scouts Fireworks Fundraiser 

VBS at St. Matthews Episcopal church 

MLM  food distribution 2nd Sat of the Month 

MLM  Packing Party for Back to School 

 

 

 

"God, guide my thoughts and let these guide my actions." Anonymous 

Linda Hokenson 

  

Page 4 

July Worship  

Assistants 

Assisting Ministers 

July 1 Susan Marple  

July 8 Jackie Harvey 

July 15 Bob Jones 

July 22  Chris Gannan 

July 29  Ken Riddell 

Readers 

July 1 Kathy Musson  

July 8 Morrie Carlson 

July 15 Samantha C. 

July 22 Bob Jones 

July 29 Chris Gannan  

 

Ushers 

July 1 Kris Riddell  

July 8 Diane Babbitt & 

 Joyce McFadden 

July 15 Kris Riddell 

July 22 Eleanor Kramer & 

   Kathy Musson 

July 29  Joyce McFadden  

   & Jerry Nevans  

Acolytes 

July 1 Nathanael C. 

July 8 Samuel C. 

July 15 Nathanael C. 

July 22 Samuel C. 

July 29 Nathanael C. 

 

Prayer Chain 

Cheryl Prashad {friend of Cummings’ family}, Nancy Engel, Megan Walsh, Charles 

Owens {son-in-law of Mamie Robinson}, Richard Miller, Randy York {friend of The-

resa Tuttle}, Mary Kee, Frank Martin {Wanda Clemons’ brother}, Jaxon Liam Carroll 

{Felzien’s great grandson}, Will Babbitt {Diane Babbitt’s husband}, Mary Gonnello, 

Karl Anderson {Tawanda’s husband}, Martha Mitchel {Raymond Jones’ sister}, Les 

Tebbenkamp {Mary Burge’s brother}, Mike Singh {Samantha’s uncle}, Lisa Coan 

{Kathy Musson’s friend}, Scott Maxon {friend of Anne McCoy}, Deb and Larry 

Gonnello, Rick Miller {Larry Moffitt’s friend}, Bonnie Besch {Linda Gippner’s sister-in

-law}, Cera Hawkins {Inge Howard’s granddaughter}, Maureen Barnett Moore, Nor-

ma Phillips, Vitula Zimmerschied {Joyce McFadden’s mother}, Peggy Shoemaker, 

Elden Grittman, Roy Javner {friend of Jerry Nevans}, Frances Smith, Hollis Mundhen-

ke, Bev Lavitt, Louise Latta {Linda Gippner’s aunt}, Angela Beaman {Gonnello’s 

daughter}, Jean Henderson, and Pat Jones. 
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VBS theme : Babylon: Danielõs Courage in Captivity 

Monday, July 9, 5:30 ð 8:00 pm òIn Adversity? GOD IS WITH USó Hebrews 13:5 

Tuesday, July 10, 5:30 ð 8:00 pm òNeed help? GOD IS WITH YOUó Psalm 46:1 

Wednesday, July 11, 5:30 ð 8:00 pm òAfraid? GOD IS WITH YOUó Isaiah 41:10 

Thursday, July 12, 5:30 ð 8:00 pm òLonely? GOD IS WITH YOUó Matthew 28:20 

Friday, July 13, 5:30 ð 8:00 pm òThankful? GOD IS WITH YOUó 1 Chronicles 16:34 

We are having VBS with St Matthewõs Episcopal Church at St Matthewõs. Invite children in the 
neighborhood to come! Children will have lots of fun during Celebration time, meeting Daniel and 
his friends and hearing about their Adventure, in Tribe time, in Palace Playground, and at Mar-
ketplace Shops. They will learn faith -building action songs. Each dayõs program will begin with din-
ner. We can use your help as a teacher or activity leader or with the meal or to prepare snacks. 
Talk to Pastor and pray for a successful VBS.  

 

Summer Breakout 

On Wednesday, June 13 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Holy 

Cross Lutheran Church ð 7851 W 119th Street, Overland 

Park, KS. Food trucks, live music, and family fun e.g. games, 

bounce houses, silent auction, wine and jewelry and choco-

late. Come support the MLM Christmas Store. Free admis-

sion! 
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2018 Synod Assembly will be 

held June 7ð9 at Bethany College 

in Lindsborg, KS. The theme is 

Sharing in Hope: God's Story, 

Our Voices and the emphasis will 

be on evangelism.  

Pastor will be recognized on the 

occasion of his 30th anniversary 

of ordination.  

Best Choice UPC Codes 

Thank you for 

the UPCõs we 

have received 

so far. We are 

continuing to 

collect UPCõs 

because every single UPC helps us 

reach our goal. There is a decorated 

can on the table in the narthex for 

you to put UPCõs in. Take a zip-lock 

bag for a family member and/or 

friend to contribute to this project. 

Dollars received for UPCõs go to-

ward the Christmas Store. Have 

questions contact Wanda Clemons. 

Summer Lunch Ministry 

RAYTOWN SUMMER LUNCH 

MINISTRY needs you to deliver 
meals at two locations to needy chil-

dren in the Raytown School District. 
Let Pastor know of your availability.  

 

Beloved Hymns for worship from July 1 

through August 12. Please indicate hymns 

you would like to sing on Clipboard in 

the narthex. 

Celebrations 

Congratulations to all the 

families who celebrated  the 

life of a loved one, gradua-

tions,  retirements and  

births!!   

òGive thanks to the Lord for 

he is good.ó Psalm 136:1  





This is a monthly publication 

of Blue Ridge Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church.  Articles or 

information pertinent to the 
life and mission of the 
congregation may be 
submitted to the Church 

Office by the 20th of each 

month.  Space limitations 

may require editing of 

material. 

Trinity Tidings 
Church Schedule  

Sundays:    

Worship - 9:30 a.m.  

 

URGENT NEED OF 

PASTORAL CARE CALL: 

Office: 

816-353-5446 

Pastor:  

816-785-4006 

Church Staff 
 

Orin W. Cummings 

Pastor 

 

Jackie Harvey  

Choir Director 

 

Mary Burge  

Organist 

 

Bob Harvey 

Contemporary Worship 

Blue Ridge Trinity Lutheran Church 
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